MASSACHUSETTS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS
STATE REVOLVING FUND (SRF) FUNDED PROJECTS

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s (MassDEP’s) environmental review

process for Clean Water SRF and Drinking Water SRF projects requires that all projects, at a

minimum, comply with the requirements of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act
(“MEPA”), similar to the approach taken under the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA™).
The MEPA regulations contain both Environmental Notification Form (“ENF”’) and Environmental
Impact Report (“EIR”) review thresholds which determine the types of projects warranting further

environmental review.

Environmental Review Requirements.

(a) All projects approved by the Department to receive financial assistance from the Massachusetts
Clean Water Trust shall, at a minimum, comply with the requirements of MEPA and 301 CMR
11.00: MEPA Regulations. In addition, a public hearing shall be held on the project if the
Department determines that the project is controversial, or if the Department otherwise determines
that a hearing is in the public interest. The Department may also require the Local Governmental
Unit to consider project alternatives and to provide the public an opportunity to comment on such
alternatives.

(b) CWSRF projects required to be the result of comprehensive wastewater management planning,
as provided in 310 CMR 44.09(2)(a) and (3), shall also comply with the environmental

review and process requirements in the Department's Guide to Water Resource Management

Planning.

MEPA regulations, 301 CMR 11.00



https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-4400-dep-selection-approval-and-regulation-of-water-pollution-abatement-projects-receiving-financial-assistance-from-the-state-revolving-fund?_gl=1*rgwsar*_ga*MTczMjYwNTc4OS4xNjYyOTkwNDYz*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcxODYzMzY4MC4yMzguMS4xNzE4NjMzNzQxLjAuMC4w
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-4500-dep-selection-approval-and-regulation-of-drinking-water-projects-receiving-financial-assistance-from-the-state-revolving-fund?_gl=1*58ybhs*_ga*MTczMjYwNTc4OS4xNjYyOTkwNDYz*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcxODYzMzY4MC4yMzguMC4xNzE4NjMzNjgwLjAuMC4w
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/301-CMR-1100-mepa-regulations?_gl=1*1v95x34*_ga*MTczMjYwNTc4OS4xNjYyOTkwNDYz*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcwMzE4NzExNC4xMDYuMS4xNzAzMTkwMDk5LjAuMC4w

Furthermore, on May 20, 2021, Executive Order (EO) 14030 reinstated Executive Order 13690,
establishing a Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) for SRF funded projects to

increase the resilience of infrastructure caused by climate disasters. The FFRMS applies to new
construction, substantial improvement (i.e., projects worth more than 50% of the market value or
replacement cost of the facility), or to address substantial damage to structures and facilities.

FFRMS will be implemented in the design phase and Environmental Review processes.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/05/25/2021-11168/climate-related-financial-risk

